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1967 “Tools for Progress: a guide to small-
scale equipment for rural development” is 
published and 7,000 copies sold - ITDG’s 
first substantial publication.

1966 Schumacher and three friends, including 
George McRobie, move to a tiny office in Covent 
Garden where the first operations of the newly 
formed Intermediate Technology begin. 

1968 An enquiry service, run by a group 
of voluntary experts, is mobilised and 
later (1969) formally established as the 
Industrial Liaison Unit, in response to 
enquiries and requests for information 
on tools and techniques.

1972 Intermediate Technology 
completes its first overseas 
project – developing and 
implementing packaging 
equipment for eggs in Zambia.

1983 Intermediate 
Technology's first fundraising 
campaign.

1984-85 Intermediate Technology 
reorganises and brings its UK operations 
together at a new office in Rugby.

1986 Livestock project begins in Kenya.

1985 Intermediate Technology's first 
Country office opens in Peru, 
concentrating at first on a micro 
hydro project in Cusco. 

1989 Country offices are opened in 
Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka.

1990 Country office 
opens in Bangladesh.

1977 Sudden and unexpected death of Fritz 
Schumacher while returning from a lecture tour in 
Switzerland. George McRobie takes over as Chairman.

1976 Work begins in Sudan, providing 
technical assistance to the government 
of south Sudan in the form of building 
ferro cement boats and brick works.

1978 IT Power is established as a 
business unit of Intermediate 
Technology. It subsequently 
becomes an independent 
organisation, undertaking over 
700 projects in 91 countries for 
institutional and private clients. 

1979 Work begins in Nepal 
as part of the Rural 
Electrification Programme.

1979 Fuel efficient stove programme begins in Sri Lanka.

1980 His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales 
becomes Royal Patron.

1980 Intermediate Technology 
Transport (IT Transport) is launched. It 
subsequently becomes independent.

1974 Publishing 
subsidiary 'IT 
Publications Ltd' (now 
ITDG Publishing) is set 
up and starts the 
quarterly Appropriate 
Technology journal.

1972 ITDG collaborates with the Ghandian 
Institute of Studies to set up and Appropriate 
Technology Cell at Varanasi, which later moves 
to Lucknow and is renamed the Appropriate 
Technology Development Association (ATDA).

1969 Inter-Technology Services Ltd (later 
Intermediate Technology Consultants) is 
founded as a company to provide services to 
organisations such as the Overseas Development 
Administration (ODA, now DFID), the World 
Bank, etc., on appropriate technology.

1975 Schumacher carries out coast-to-coast tour of the 
United States during which he was invited to the White 
House and lectures to large audiences.

1991 Intermediate Technology responds to 
earthquakes, flooding and drought in Peru by training 
communities in improved building techniques to create 
earthquake proof housing and setting up an irrigation 
project in Sicuani, near Cusco. 

1991 Nepal office is formally established. It 
later receives status of Country Office in 1998. 

1992 Intermediate Technology Eastern Africa 
office opens in Nairobi to deliver its work in 
Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania.

1992 Intermediate 
Technology Sudan office is 
established in Khartoum.

1998 Floods in Bangladesh 
prompt Intermediate Technology 
to initiate a long-term disaster 
mitigation programme.

1999 His Royal Highness officially opens the 
Schumacher Centre for Technology and Development.

2000 IT becomes 
ITDG.
ITDG now employs 
300 staff, working 
on nearly 100 
projects in four 
continents, and has 
worked in over 60 
countries.

2004 In response to the South Asian tsunami, 
ITDG provides assistance in Sri Lanka, helping 
communities rebuild homes and roads, and 
supporting the rebuilding of lives and livelihoods.1994 Intermediate 

Technology launched the 
Women's Development 
Associations Project in 
Eastern Sudan.

2005 ITDG changes its name to Practical Action.

1973 Publication of 
Schumacher’s seminal 
best-seller ‘Small is 
Beautiful: a study of 
economics as if people 
mattered.’

1965 Fritz Schumacher writes 
an acclaimed article in the 
Sunday Observer arguing for a 
shift in aid policies toward 
intermediate technologies.

Intermediate Technology 
Development Group is founded.

1966-1970 Panels are set up for Agriculture, 
Building, Cooperatives, Education and 
Training, Food Processing, Water, Power, Rural 
Health and Women in Development. 

1973 Water Panel 
report ‘Water for the 
Thousand Millions’ is 
published which 
results in the UN 
setting up the 
International Water 
and Sanitation 
Decade in 1980.  

1977 Intermediate Technology Industrial 
Services (ITIS) is set up in Rugby with 
substandtial support from the ODA

In response to IT’s work, UK aid policy includes 
an Appropriate Technology programme. 

1982 Projects start in 
India: fisheries in Kerala 
and Livestock in Gujerat.

Richard and Adrian Crane 
traverse the Himalayas in 101 
days, raising funds and 
drawing significant media 
coverage for Intermediate 
Technology, and initiating a 
spate of further fundraising 
ventures in aid of IT. 

1984 More than 1000 Appropriate Technology 
organisations have set uo gloabally.

1988 Food security work starts in 
Darfur, Sudan, after massive famine.

2000 The Energy Programme of ITDG Peru wins the CTI 
World Climate Technology Award for the transfer of clean 
energy technologies to remote communities. 

2001 Sri Lanka’s micro-hydro 
scheme is awarded the Energy 
Globe Award in Linz, Austria.

2003 Office opens in 
Mozambique to host programme 
on food security in Gaza Province.

2007 Disappearing Lands climate 
adaptation project in Bangladesh 
will Gold Ryutaro Hashimoto 
APFED prize.

2005 Practical Action join over 225,000 other campaigners on the 
Make Poverty History rally in Edinburgh prior to the G8 summit.

1983 Works begins in Peru.

1975 Windpump development 
programme begins in Kenya.

2006 Sharon Looremeta of Practical Action 
East Africa, addresses 25,000 at Stop 
Climate Chaos really in Trafalgar Square, 
prior to UN Climate Change talks in Nairobi.

2009 New office opens 
in La Paz, Bolivia

1993 Effective criticism of 
World Bank Energy Policy 
leads to cancellation of the 
Arun Dam, Nepal.

2004 International Seed 
Treaty recognising Farmers’ 
Rights and restricting 
Intellectual Property Rights 
on seeds becomes law, 
resulting from a decade’s 
lobbying by civil society 
organisations, with ITDG at 
the forefront. 

2010 Poor People's Energy 
Outlook report launched, the 
first in a series of annual 
publications addressing 
different elements of Total 
Energy Access from the 
perspective of the poor.

2015  Major earthquake in Nepal 
severely affecting our work in Gorkha 
and Dhading districts. We moved 
swiftly to provide temporary shelters 
and supply clean water and 
sanitation. We are building latrines, 
demolishing damaged buildings, and 
repairing roads and canals.

2000 The Shambob Brick Producers Co-operative Society in 
Kassala, Sudan win the Dubai International Award for Best 
Practices given by the United Nations for Human Settlements.

1987 IT Publications offices 
and bookshops opens in 
Southampton Row, London.

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

2012 Gisele Bündchen, 
supermodel and UN 
ambassador, visits our project 
work in Kenya.

2014 Zurich flood alliance wins 
UN Momentum for Change 
award. This covers work in 
Bangladesh, Nepal and Peru.

2011 Centenary 
celebrations of the birth 
of EF Schumacher

2008 Practical Action 
Publishing forms 
partnership with Oxfam 
GB and Sphere project 
to publish all their 
titles

2008 Benedict 
Protheroe walks from 
Canterbury to Rome, 
raising £34,000 for 
Practical Action

2013 Office 
opened in 
Dakar, Senegal 
to extend our 
work into 
French-
speaking West 
Africa

2015 Practical 
Action 
celebrates 50 
years of 
challenging 
poverty with 
technology


