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GLOBAL GOALS STRING ACTIVITY
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This fun, classroom activity helps
pupils understand the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)and their
inter connectivity. It can be used as a
stand alone activity, or to support
any of Practical Action's STEM
challenges
practicalaction.org/schools/stem

For deeper engagement and a good follow on
activities we recommend Who's responsible for the
Global Goals?, our SDGs quiz and other activities
found at practicalaction.org/schools/sdgs

Introduce the SDGs by explaining that in 2015 the
United Nations called a meeting with leaders from
over 30 countries to work out how best to work
together to solve some of the world’s biggest
problems. They identified 17 goals to end world
poverty and protect the planet by 2030 and called
them the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
also known as the Global Goals. Share the SDGs
information sheet so they can see what the different
Goals are. At this point you may like to have a
discussion on which SDGs the pupils fell are the
most important and why. Explain that making
progress in one Goal helps reach the other Goals, and
that the activity they are going to carry out will help
them see how the Goals are interconnected.

Then carry out the string activity with your class
following the steps below.

1. Hand out all the SDG symbols to start with, then
enough of the images for each pupil to have
something to hold. For younger pupils, or to simplify
the activity, you may wish to cut off the targets on the
bottom of the symbols.

2. Ask the pupils holding images to ‘pair up’ with the
correct SDG.

3. Ask all pupils to stand in a circle facing inwards
and showing their SDG symbols and images. The
order they stand in is not important.

4. Hand one end of the string to the pupil holding
SDG 2 (or another Goal of your choice) and ask them
which of the other Goals they think ‘theirs’ may link
to, and why. An example may be that Global Goal 2
links to Global Goal 3.

practicalaction.org/schools/global-goals-string-activity

Example 1 - SDG 2 Zero hunger links to SDG 3
Good health and well-being because people who
don't have enough to eat can not be healthy

Example 2 - SDG 7 Clean and affordable energy

links to SDG 13 Climate action because using
more renewable energy and reducing the
burning of fossil fuels reduces our impact on
climate change.

5. Ask the same pupil to keep hold of the end of the
string and pass (or throw!) the ball to the pupil
holding the SDG they have identified.

6. Ask the same question of this pupil (or pair of
pupils), and again ask them to keep hold of the string
but pass the ball to the pupil/pupils who have a SDG
they think links to theirs, and explain why.

7. Continue until you have a spider web effect.

8. Ask any pupil to pull on their string, to see what
happens. What will happen is that the whole web
moves. Explain that this is because the Goals are
interconnected; when you make progress on one SDG
it affects the others.

Resources

Pupil activity sheets

- Sustainable Development Goals information sheet
(one per pair)

- Global Goals - symbols (one set per class)

- Global Goals - images (one set per class)

Equipment
- String



